About the Logo
The Cross dominates the top of the Logo: Jesus, the Christ, dying and rising again,
proclaims God’s loving plan for humanity. The two markings and dots on both sides
symbolise the Universe. Green denotes respect for ecology: the Mountain becomes a
magnificent garden which reminds us of the Garden of Eden. Four gold coloured letters
suggest God’s Kingdom. The letters R and G are the two first letters of Regina Gallorum
which is Latin for the Queen of the Gauls. The Gauls are a Celtic clan which spread
throughout Europe from Russia to Ireland. Conquered by the Romans, the Celts became
the French, the English and the Irish. In dedicating the Virgin of Lourdes as the
Queen of the Gauls, Romanet was expressing the universal dimension of Marian devotion.
The two Greek letters are Alpha and Omega which clearly make reference to
St John’s message where the Resurrected Christ fills time and space:
He is the Architect of the Universe.
Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto in Sudbury was built in 1907
by Frédéric Romanet du Caillaud.

ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF PRAYER:
THE SUDBURY
OUR LADY OF LOURDES GROTTO
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Renaissance Years
New Vision
The Grotto of Lourdes Shrine on the Mountain
The Grotto of Lourdes Shrine on the mountain, situated on top of a hill in the heart of
downtown Sudbury, will celebrate the centenary of its founding in August 2007. The original
site was conceived and created by Frédéric Romanet du Caillaud, a French immigrant who
settled in Sudbury at the turn of the century. To mark this historic occasion the Diocese of
Sault Sainte-Marie plans a major re-development of the 5.1 acre site.
The Grotto Shrine represents the Judeo-Christian heritage of western civilization in its
lovely garden of trees and flowers. The Shrine complements the city of Sudbury’s famous
landmarks: Science North and Dynamic Earth by providing a platform for reflection on the
spiritual dimension of humanity’s place on Earth and the larger questions associated with man’s
quest for understanding. The Shrine welcomes all visitors: local, national and international.

The vision for and the purpose of the sanctuary are:
• to demonstrate the Loving Project of God to humanity from the JudeoChristian point of view. Exposition pieces represent Jesus’ Life, Law,
Love and Glory for humanity.
• to use timelines and bulletin boards to show the link between cultural
history and His message.
• to invite all major spiritual traditions of the world represented on the
Alpha and Omega monument from which flows a Dove of peace to
come together to create peace on earth.
• to invite people to find inner peace and moments of reflection thanks
to the atmosphere of peace created by the natural beauty of flowers and
trees. In addition, the Labyrinth, on the grounds, offers an interactive
spiritual journey experience.
• to shelter in the Dome symbolizing the earth as a global village and the
earth in the universe. This area provides a secure place for visitors to
gather for prayer, celebrations and sharing, as well as, serving as a forum
for seminars and conferences on faith and science, faith and culture,
faith and ecology, faith and social justice, etc.
• to contribute a major tourist attraction completing the triangle with
Science North and Dynamic Earth.
• to attract tourists, who enjoy visiting shrines.
• to create a unique shrine where the focus is on the message of God
rather than on a particular saint.

A MAN OF VISION: FRÉDÉRIC ROMANET DU CAILLAUD

Frédéric Romanet
du Caillaud

Who was Romanet du Caillaud? Where does the Grotto of Lourdes come from?
Frédéric Romanet du Caillaud (1849-1917) of Limoges, France, was the lord of a manor bearing
the name Caillaud. It was a common custom of the time to add the place of residence to a
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person’s last name. Caillaud was a lawyer and owner of a family rug manufacturing business. He
was a fervent Catholic, a royalist, and a history buff who had traced France’s origins back to the
Celts. He was a traveler with a flair for adventure. He was the intimate of several influential
people of his day, among them Bishop Dupanloup, the Bishop of Orléans and the Count of
Chambord, a French royalist. Upon his arrival in Canada he met the rector of Laval University
and was later photographed with Laurier in 1911 when Laurier visited Sudbury. He was
reputedly a competent, cultured and affable man. His interest in Northern and Western Ontario
grew out of his reading and and his ownership of mining ventures, especially in nickel and
copper. It was in furtherance of his mining interests that he acquired a number of properties on
Ramsay Lake. A road that runs along the shore of the Lake is named for him as well as the
islands Frédéric and Romanet in Minnow Lake.
Unable to find nickel or copper on his properties, Romanet du Caillaud eventually sold the
properties to people interested in settling in the Sudbury area.
Romanet du Caillaud, a fervent Catholic, had a splendid Grotto (which still exists today)
built on a section of land he owned at Limoges, which he and his wife dedicated to the Virgin
of Lourdes, Regina Galliae, the Queen of Gaulle. In 1907, he had another Grotto built in
Sudbury. This Shrine, like the first would be dedicated to the Queen of the Gauls. This latter
dedication took place on August 22nd 1907. Why did Romanet insist that these statues be
dedicated to the Queen of the Gaulls or to the Queen of Gaulle? His intention was faithfully
recorded in his daily journal. He tells of his surprise when he learned
that the Jesuit Father Ragaru had made the mistake of naming the
Virgin of Lourdes the Queen of France, at the dedication in 1909.
Romanet reaffirmed his wish to dedicate the Virgin of Lourdes to the
Gauls and not to the French. As a historian, Romanet knew France’s
history had begun with the Celts who had occupied a great deal of
Europe from Russia to Ireland approximately 2,000 years before Jesus
Christ. The Gauls were a Celtic clan. To Romanet’s way of thinking,
dedicating the Grotto to the Queen of the Gauls did not limit her
veneration only to the French but gave it a wider dimension. He
wanted this wider dimension of worship to be evident at the ceremony
blessing the Shrine before 400 people on May 30th, 1909 (almost two
years after the statue was installed). He made sure that the hymns
chosen for the occasion had wide appeal. There were French, English,
Italian, Latin (Ave Maris Stella) and Greek hymns. The Grotto has
become a place of prayer under the Holy Virgin’s protection and a place
where God’s great interventions in the world are remembered:
Creation, the Covenant with the Jewish people, the New Covenant
with all of mankind and His manifestations throughout the ages
especially those involving the Virgin Mary.
Sudbury Grotto

LOURDES: THE BEGINNING 1907
The Grotto project began with the erection, on August 22nd, 1907 of a statue to the Virgin
Mary. This imposing six foot high bronze statue, weighing fifteen hundred pounds, was created
at a cost of seven thousand dollars. It is set in an impressive Grotto, twenty feet high and ten
feet long.
Romanet du Caillaud’s plan was to make the grotto emplacement as attractive as possible to
potential visitors. He worked hard to beautify the Shrine spending much time planting flowers,
grooming the lawns and creating an accessible pathway and building a solid retaining wall.
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‘Romanet’s dream has been realized. Our Lady of Lourdes now keeps her benevolent watch
over the City of Sudbury.

WHY BUILD A GROTTO
The people of Sudbury have always been curious as to why Romanet chose to build the
Notre-Dame-de Lourdes Grotto in Sudbury. Romanet stressed the reasons for his choice in these
words: “I could erect a Grotto of Lourdes at the foot of the cliff facing
the center of Elizabeth Street; it is the Holy Virgin who inspired me in
the matter and guided me in the negotiations”. These words
demonstrate that Romanet intended the Grotto to be a place of prayer
and reverence for the Holy Mother.
One hypothesis would have it that the Grotto is a memorial to one
of Romanet’s sons. His son Louis died of an infection in 1897. On his
deathbed Louis is said to have shown a great interest in the Shrine.
After Louis’ demise, Romanet built a Shrine to Notre-Dame-deLourdes on his land, which suggests that the Sudbury Grotto was later
built as a replica of the one in France.
Some people do not agree; they are rather of the opinion that the
Grotto was built for his wife.
It seems that Thérèse de Siorac was gravely ill and that Romanet
decided to build the Notre-Dame de Lourdes Shrine as an emblem of
his devotion to the Virgin Mary, hoping at the same time that his
tribute would contribute to his wife’s recovery.
Others seem to think that Romanet built the Grotto as a form of
intercession to the Holy Virgin, hoping that she would help him in his
search for gold and nickel in Sudbury. It is important to remember that
Romanet was a businessman, expecting to exploit the mineral and
natural resources of Sudbury and Northern Ontario. In addition, he was
an extremely religious man. It is said that on his daily walks he held a
rosary in his hands. It is therefore possible that the building of the
Grotto was his way of praising the Virgin while hoping to discover precious minerals.
All these assumptions are impossible to prove. The underlying motives for the creation of
the Grotto are likely to remain a mystery.

Grotto at Limoges,
France

A GROTTO IN GOOD HANDS:
THE DRAGO FAMILY HERITAGE
Over the years many people have formed an attachment to the Grotto. The Drago family in
particular have shown a special devotion to the Shrine.
The Dragos, a family of Italian heritage, lived in Sudbury. During his visits to the city
Romanet would stay with grandma Gemma, who, like him, spoke five languages. As a result of
this special friendship, the family felt a particular responsibility for the Grotto. After Romanet’s
passing, the Drago family assured the Shrine’s continued maintenance. Over the years the
family expended much effort to this end. Gemma and two of the girls, Rose and Marie, often
placed flowers at the feet of the statue of the Virgin. As well they tended the grounds. Indeed,
the preservation of the site is largely due to the efforts of the Drago family, since they were the
first caretakers after Romanet’s death.
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PILGRIMAGE YEARS REVITALIZE THE GROTTO
1950 – 1958
Almost 50 years later, the Grotto became a place of pilgrimage. Alphonse Raymond s.j.,
who served as the pastor of Ste-Anne’s Parish in 1950, played a vital role in the history of the
Notre-Dame-de-Lourdes Grotto. He was born in Verner in 1914, one of a family of eleven
children. Upon graduation from Sacré-Coeur College he entered the Jesuit novitiate. In 1940
he was sent to China as a missionary during the second Sino-Japanese War. His presence in
China during the conflict resulted in Fr Raymond’s arrest and internment in a Chinese
concentration camp. The horrendous treatment and conditions he was forced to endure during
his imprisonment were mainly responsible for his subsequent lifelong poor health.
Upon his return to Canada in 1949, Fr. Raymond was assigned to Ste-Anne Parish and was
appointed its pastor in 1950. One of the causes most dear to his heart was the Notre-Dame-deLourdes Grotto. He helped Omer Nault, the spokesman for the Lacordaire movement, to
organize pilgrimages to the Grotto in 1950 and 1952. He was intent on making the NotreDame-de-Lourdes Grotto a religious site of great importance for the city. He wanted to rekindle
in the Sudbury faith community, the devotion he felt for the Virgin Mary, who had often
answered his prayers.

1950 - PILGRIMAGE ORGANIZED BY M. OMER NAULT
The first pilgrimage to the Grotto took place in 1950 thanks to the efforts of Mr. Omer Nault.
The first pilgrimage sparked a religious response in the community and in the same year three
more pilgrimages were held, each one attracting from five hundred to a thousand pilgrims. On
August 15, 1950 parishioners learned from their pastors the good news of the proclamation of
the Dogma of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin and Catholics responded by renewing their
devotion to the Virgin
This newly proclaimed dogma and the pilgrimages had some highly beneficial effects that
no one had anticipated. For many, one of the results was a renewed interest in the Grotto.
Visitors came from the City of Sudbury, as well as visitors and parishioners from the whole
Diocese of Sault Ste-Marie who discovered the Grotto of Lourdes. The pilgrimages of the 1950’s
brought the Grotto to the fore in the faith community of
Sudbury and its environs.

1952 – NOTRE-DAME DU CAP
PILGRIMAGE

Procession in honor of Notre-Dame du Cap
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In 1952 the single most significant pilgrimage in the
history of the Grotto took place. This event centered
around the visit to the Sudbury Shrine of the statue of
Notre-Dame-du-Cap.
To mark this special occasion about ten thousand
parishioners from the whole of the Diocese of Sault SteMarie gathered for prayer at the Sudbury Grotto. To
welcome the statue of Notre-Dame-du-Cap, extensive
excavations had been carried out at the Grotto site. A
wide stairway and a concrete base for an imposing altar
at the foot of the Grotto cliff face, spotlights to make the
Grotto more visible to passers-by at night, and a platform

on which the statue of Bernadette would be set up were constructed especially for the
celebrations of October 5th.
At the time, the statue was on a four-year pilgrimage throughout Canada and the United
States.
The success of the Sudbury pilgrimage was favoured by the statue’s miraculous reputation. In
1889, the stones required for the building of the Shrine had to be transported from the other
side of a river which habitually froze in January, but in 1889 the river froze unnaturally late,
permitting the transport of the heavy stones by ice. The chapel of Notre-Dame-du-Cap was
built and the statue was installed. That was the first miracle. That same year, the second miracle
occurred when three pilgrims visited the statue which had been carved depicting the Virgin
with lowered gaze, customary in most statues representing her. To the astonishment of the
pilgrims the statue opened its eyes for ten minutes by way of welcome and gazed wide-eyed
before the pilgrims.
From then on, tens of thousands of pilgrims continued to stream to Notre-Dame-du-Cap to
pay homage to the Virgin Mother. When the famous statue arrived in Sudbury, a local weekly:
l’Ami du Peuple, printed a report on the Statue. “Last Sunday the statue arrived in Sudbury
accompanied by crowds of the faithful and escorted by hundreds of cars as it entered our city. The
procession of thousands of pilgrims was more than six miles long. From the College to the Grotto
they proceeded on foot. Ten thousand crammed the streets reciting the rosary and singing hymns
to the Madonna. In spite of the strong wind and the unpleasantly cold temperature, there was an
outburst of joy and invocations when the Madone du Cap made her triumphal entry into the
Grotto site. Nothing had been spared in making this celebration an unprecedented triumph”.
Father Raymond commenting on this event from the pulpit, ended his homily with a wish that is
now being fulfilled: “We hope that sometime soon, we will be able to show proper devotion to
the Virgin Mary, but in a much enhanced setting that is worthy of her and of us”.

1953 – THE ‘FÊTE-DIEU’
PILGRIMAGE
After the Notre-Dame-du-Cap pilgrimage,
local pilgrimages continued, especially in the
month of May.
These culminated in 1953 with the largest
pilgrimage to date on the occasion of the
celebration of the Feast of Corpus Christi on June
7, 1953. On that date, over 10,000 Catholics
from the city took part in the procession, not
counting the thousands of spectators who
followed along behind. The procession and
celebration of the Eucharist which followed were
organized jointly by the clergy of Sainte-Anne
and Christ the King Parishes. This joint
celebration of the “Fête-Dieu” marked the first
visit to the Grotto by Anglophone Catholics.
From 1954 to 1958 the number of local
pilgrimages declined. Catholics were still present
at the the Feast of the Assumption in May, and
for Lacordaire Circle meetings, but no significant
events occurred until 1958.
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1958 – THE BLESSING OF THE WAY OF THE CROSS
AT THE GROTTO
On Sunday afternoon September 14, 1958, the imposing Stations of
the Cross, which had just been erected on the Grotto site were
ceremoniously blessed by the then Bishop of the Diocese of Sault SteMarie, Mgr Carter. The Ladies of the Sudbury Rosary Club had been
working on this project since 1954, organizing suppers, teas, bingos and
raffles. Their dream was to purchase solid bronze statues, one meter (38”)
in height, to be placed on individual granite blocks on the shrine site.
The total cost for the installation was $38,000. In 1956, Les Pères Jésuites
du Canada français had planned to build a retreat house on the mountain
of the Grotto. A visit to the Stations of the Cross and the Grotto would
therefore be easily accessible for the people taking part in Villa Loyola
retreats. The cost of the venture proved prohibitive and a new location
was chosen. Villa Loyola was erected in 1960 on the shore of Long Lake.
Mgr Carter had the excellent idea of using the ceremony blessing the Stations of the Cross
as a propitious occasion for assembling all his priests and their parishioners in the Grotto of
Lourdes to celebrate both the centennial of the appearances of the Blessed Virgin in Lourdes
and the blessing of the Stations. Thousands of people joined in the celebration, according to
newspaper reports.

GROTTO OF LOURDES CRISIS YEARS:
1974 – 1992

Aerial view of the
Grotto Mountain
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In 1974, at the request of le Club-des-Dames-du-Rosaire and of Father Raymond, the
members of the Corporation of the Villa Loyola were invited to take charge of the Grotto site.
The Villa Fathers were already overwhelmed by their pastoral responsibilities at the Centre for
Christian Spiritual Renewal, the Villa Loyola, and therefore had neither
the human nor financial resources to maintain the Grotto.
Consequently they recommended that the Grotto site be handed over
to the Municipality of Sudbury to be preserved as a historic site, while
the Stations of the Cross would be moved elsewhere as the Rosary Club
saw fit. Thus, ownership of the stations would remain with the Club.
May 28, 1978. The Ladies of the Rosary Club were still at the helm
when they organized a celebration at the Grotto, with the help of a
municipal government grant for clean-up. A journalist referred to the
historic character of the site saying that it deserved to be more
accessible to visitors and additionally suggested the site would benefit
from beautification by the addition of flowers and trees.
The Grotto had fallen on hard times and a Northern Life journalist
noted in September 1980 that the Site was in deplorable condition: access
roads were impassable, broken bottles littered the site, one statue was
damaged, the spotlights were not working and various other issues needed
addressing. The president of the Rosary Club agreed, but admitted that
nothing more could be done about it: “Every time we clean the site, and we have just spent
$12,000 on it, there are those who take pleasure in trashing it. People no longer have any respect
for private property.”

In 1988, the Knights of Columbus could not bear to see the place in such a condition and
took charge: they began to clean up regularly, planted flowers, cleared a blocked access road,
they made a car park for visitors and installed lighting in the Grotto, paying the electric bills
themselves. The site was coming back to life.

NEW LIFE:
TO OUR LADY OF LOURDES SHRINE
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS AND THE FRIENDS
OF THE GROTTO
It was not until 1992 that the Knights of Columbus definitively took responsibility for
maintenance of the site. On May 8, for example, the Knights of Columbus, headed by Mr.
Ernest Savard, recruited about twenty youths to clean the area around the Grotto and the
Stations of the Cross one more time, and agreed to repeat the clean-up in early May of each
year. Yet on August 6 of the same year, vandals moved the statue from its base leaving it
teetering dangerously against the fence enclosing the Grotto. Some friends, just as stealthily as
the vandals, returned the statue to its base. On September 12, 1992, an invitation went out to
the Catholic population of the city to attend a grand re-opening ceremony and three hundred
faithfully obeyed the call. In the midst of a violent snowstorm that hit Sudbury on December
12, Ernest Savard wanted to make sure that the light was still on in the Grotto. He lost his
footing and fell thirty feet onto the street below the Grotto, coming away with multiple bruises
but no broken bones. He went home after three days in hospital, saying “The Virgin saved me:
it was truly a miracle”.
All these things, the clean-up, the vandalism, the Savard incident, kindled a desire on the
part of a few citizens to do something more lasting. April 27, 1994, saw the founding of the
“FRIENDS OF THE GROTTO”, who were nuns, ladies, a Jesuit, and some laymen, with the
mandate to promote Marian devotion at the Grotto of Lourdes site. Mgr Plouffe, the Bishop of
Sault Ste-Marie, gave the green light to the undertaking and Sister Claudette Marchand was
elected president of the group.
On Canada Day July 1, 1994, the citizens of Sudbury were invited to visit the now
refurbished Grotto, and five hundred came. At the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary in the month
of October, two hundred people defied the cold to be present. Between June and December,
there were 1500 visitors to the site who attended various celebrations (six or so), in honor of
the Virgin not to mention those who came to the Grotto, even in winter to pray the rosary.
In June, 1995, Sister Claudette noted the following in her report concerning the preceding
year and the immediate future; ‘Hundreds of flowers have been planted, especially around the
Grotto, and stairs have been built for easy access to the shrine of the Virgin. An exhibition of
icons is coming soon, masses will be celebrated on June 18 and 23; after mass on July 1, there
will be a LIBEROS show, and there will be a mass to celebrate the Feast of the Assumption on
August 15’. During the summer months, three thousand Sudburians came to the Grotto for the
recitation of the rosary.
In April, 1996, Mr. Savard, the new president of the Friends of the Grotto and a good friend
of Omer Nault, recapped the achievements of the years just past in these words: “Since 1993 we
have had to spend not less than $150,000 on flowers and new paths, and to make our site more
like a park, all this thanks to the help of the business community. During the Christmas holiday
season, we invite parents and children to come and see a magnificent Nativity scene on the site”.
On August 8, 1997, the big event of the year was the celebration of the Eucharist by Mgr
Paul-André Durocher, followed by a concert of vocal music performed by Mgr Durocher himself.
After this event a blanket of silence slowly descends on the Grotto, until 2002.

Mr. Ernest Savard
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A NEW SITE: THE DIOCESE OF SAULT SAINTE-MARIE,
THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS AND THE FRIENDS
OF THE GROTTO BRING A NEW ERA TO
OUR LADY OF LOURDES SHRINE
Responsibility for the site is once again that of the Diocese of Sault Ste-Marie. A team
handpicked by the bishop will bring to the site a universal dimension rather than focusing solely
on devotion to Mary. The renewed site is intended to describe God’s love for humanity as seen
through the Judeo-Christian tradition. The site has come to be admired by all who have visited it
from the city or elsewhere, thanks to the flower gardens accentuating the impressive monuments.
The Grotto contains about twenty monuments. At the entrance is an Inukshuk, a symbolic
Inuit statue showing the way to go to meet our brothers and sisters. In the middle, there is a
powerful spring of water to refresh both body and soul. At the heart of the site, carved into large
stones are the Ten Commandments, the commandment to love, the Beatitudes. Round about
these monuments are sculptures representing the mysteries of joy, light, sorrow and glory. At the
top is a dome symbolizing the Global Village, a Labyrinth symbolizing the road to Jerusalem,
ultimately leading to Heaven. On the left is the splendid Ernest Savard pathway leading to the
Grotto Shrine and adjacent statue of St. Bernadette Soubiroux, who, beginning in 1958, beheld
eighteen apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary at Lourdes in France. Also at the top there are a
pulpit and an altar where the Old and New Testaments speak of both the Truth of God and His
love through the sacrifice of the Mass. A Monument to Peace bears the Alpha and Omega symbol
of the Holy Spirit, which stands for all-powerful God’s action in the world. This monument,
inaugurated on Sunday October 26, 2006 in the presence of groups representing twelve different
religious traditions of the world, is adorned with symbols identifying the various faiths.
In the symbolism of the site, it was important to keep in mind the greatness of God both in
the smallest things (neutrinos) and in the largest things (galaxies). In questioning how the
universe functions, one must remember the purpose for which the universe was created. For this
reason, there is a symbiosis between Science North (how) and the Grotto’s monuments. (why).
From left to right:
Mr. Marco Reich –
Coordinator of the
Redevelopment
Project, Mr. Ernest
Savard – Honorary
member of The
Friends of The
Grotto, Mgr.
Jean-Louis Plouffe –
Bishop of The Diocese
of Sault-Ste.-Marie.
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Exhibits and
Monuments
Introduction: The Grotto Mountain
The Mountain of the Grotto symbolizes God’s love for the whole Universe and for men and
women of all time. Visitors, regardless of their religious affiliations are invited to contemplate
God’s love for humanity and to respond to it through personal commitment. Christians believe
this manifestation first expressed itself through God’s alliance with His chosen people, the
Israelites, and then with all of humanity through the life and death of Christ. It is not necessary
to share these convictions personally, to respond to the serene beauty of the Grotto site and
seek the presence of God in the universe. The natural beauty of the site and the exhibits are
designed to facilitate deep reflection for all visitors. It is up to each individual to take time to
reflect, to receive and integrate the message into their own lives. The most desirable outcome
would involve visitors using the occasion to enter into a personal and intimate relationship with
the Lord; He who appeals to free will in order that His invitation may be answered and
accepted along with His appeal for justice, forgiveness, love and peace. It is to be hoped that
visitors will come away from their encounters with the site having experienced hope and love.

ENJOY THE WALK.

1. Inukshuk
A symbol employed in Inuit culture. These rock placements traditionally
indicate the path to follow in order to meet other people.
Reflection: With my brothers and sisters I ponder the meaning of my own path in
life. Where do I come from? Where am I going? Why am I alive?

2. Amazement when contemplating
the Universe

Inukshuk

The next stop on the walk is a sand feature and it represents the Infinitely large universe.
There are as many stars in one galaxy as there are grains of sand in this tray and the universe
beyond The Milky Way Galaxy contains some hundred billion galaxies that can be seen with
modern telescopes. The macrocosm inspires awe.
As does the microcosm. One grain of sand contains billions of atoms. In each passing
second an estimated ten million neutrinos (subatomic particles) will pass harmlessly through
your body at the speed of light.
Imagine the speed of light traveling from the Sun to the Earth at 186,000 miles per second
(299,792.458 km/sec.). A light year is the distance light travels in one year. A light year is
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therefore equal to six trillion miles (a trillion being a million million). The nearest star to
Earth, other than our own sun is Alpha Centauri and it is so distant it takes its light 4.5 years to
reach us.
Reflection: What a wonder the universe is!

3. Historical Chronology
The next exhibit stretches from the entrance to the Fountain of Life and presents a
chronology of the formation of the universe and the Earth. The notation is expressed in one
thousand million (M) and millions (m) of years:
15 M:
4.5 M:
3 M:
1.5 M:
400 m:
230-65 m:
4 m:
2.5 m:
400 thousand years:
100 thousand years:
30 thousand years:
10 thousand years:
4 thousand years:

the Big Bang
the creation of the solar system the earth and the moon
evolution of first living organisms begins
first vegetation appears
first fish
era of dinosaurs
first mammals
stone tools
domestication of fire
burial of the dead
cave painting
pottery and agriculture
writing

Reflection: Who is the architect behind this incredible universe?
From the Fountain to the Commandment of Love, another series of plaques describe
biblical personages and situates them in time relative to the birth of Jesus:
1.8 thousand years BC
1.3 thousand years BC
1.2 thousand years BC
950 years BC
750 years BC
720-586 years BC
587-538 years BC
538-533 years BC
533-63 years BC

Abraham and Sarah
Exodus
Samson and Delilah
Samuel, David, Solomon, and Elijah
Amos, Hosea, and Micah
End of the Northern Kingdom, Hezekiah and Josiah
Exile to Babylonia, Jeremiah and Ezekiel
Persian Rule, Ezra and Nehemiah
Hellenic Period

250 years AD Bible in Greek, Septuagint
166 years AD Judas Maccabeus
63 years AD Roman Domination
Reflection: This is a love story, from Abraham to Jesus. Here is a God who wants to win
over all of humanity.
In addition to the biblical plaques there are plaques outlining some of the Marian
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apparitions throughout the world. What follows is the Marian chronology:
431
1400
1490
1510
1531
1640
1830
1846
1854
1858
1879
1917
1932
1947
1950
1967
1973
1976
1980
1980
1981
1982

Our Lady of Ephesus, Theotokos
The Black Madonna, Czestochowa, Poland
Our Lady of Basel, Switzerland
Our Lady of Loretta, Italy
Guadeloupe
Our Lady of Miraculous Vision, Saragossa, Spain
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal, Catherine Labouré, Paris
Our Lady of La Salette, France
Immaculate Conception, Pius IX
Our Lady of Lourdes, France
Our Lady of Ireland, Knock
Our Lady of Fatima, Portugal
Our Lady of the Heart of Gold, Beauraing, Belgium
Holy Mary of Third Millennium at TreFontaine, Rome, Italy
Our Lady of the Assumption, Pius XII
Our Lady of Myriam, Natinda, Brazil
Our Lady of Akita, Akita, Japan
Our Lady Mary Reconciler, Cua, Venezuela
Mother of Sinners, Cuapa, Nicaragua
Our Lady of Zeinut, Egypt
Mother of the Word, Kibeho, Rwanda
Our Lady of Soufanieh, Damascus, Syria

Reflection: Mary’s apparitions remind us of her Son’s message. We must turn to God to
recognize His Love manifested through Jesus.

4. The Fountain
The next stop on the path is the fountain which was designed and built by John Masotti. At
the venerable age of 72 years this former construction worker realized a dream he had since his
youth in Italy which was to design and build a water fountain. During the winter of 2005, in Bot
Construction’s garage, Mr. Masotti began the construction of the fountain utilizing more than
60 sheets of 4’x 8’ plywood. The Grotto’s property development committee members heard of
Mr. Masotti’s project and made arrangements to meet with him. It did not take long for Mr.
Masotti to decide to complete the fountain for the Grotto
site. In the springtime, he applied several coats of fiberglass
on the frame for the mould which in turn would be filled
with cement at the site. With the help of friends he prepared
the cement base for the fountain on the Grotto site. Once
the underpinnings for the fountain were ready, municipal
water, pumps and jets had to be installed. This delayed the
completion of the project for another year but finally, a
fountain with more than 300 jets, symbolizing the life-giving
love of God was finally complete. Without water there is no
life. The fountain is the symbol of life on earth and the spirit
of God in our hearts.
Reflection: Do I recognize that God inhabits my life?
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5. Moral Code
On the cement walls of the shelter enclosing the water pumps for the fountain is a
progression of the moral code: survival of the fittest: an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth:
the Ten Commandments and Jesus’ Commandment of Love.
Survival of the fittest is barbaric. The law of retaliation is evolving, that is, an eye for an eye
and not an eye from all your relatives’ eyes. With the Ten Commandments we recognize God
first and respect our neighbors next as well as the property of others. With the Commandment
of Love, we aim at forgiving our enemies and doing good to those who would harm us.
Reflection: Where am I on my moral journey?

6. The Ten Commandments
These are inscribed on two large stones measuring 4
meters high. They outline God’s covenant with His people
on Mount Sinai when He spoke these words:
“I am the Lord your God”. Worship no god but me. Do
not use my name for evil purposes observe the Sabbath and
keep it holy. Respect your father and your mother. Do not
commit murder. Do not commit adultery. Do not steal. Do
not accuse anyone falsely. Do not desire another man’s
property. (Exodus 20:2-17)
Reflection: God chose to give me life and to love me. How
do I answer his call?

THE STONE MONUMENTS ON THE MOUNTAIN
(the ten commandements, to love, the Beatitudes, the altar and the pulpit)
‘The STONE monuments on the Mountain come from the main quarry of Herculis
Tsambis, near Gore Bay.The stones dates to the Manitoulin formation of the early Silurian age
(ca. 440-435 million years ago.)
“These sediments were tropical water carbonates deposited in a shallow sea covering part of
the North American continent at the time. Fossils in it, mostly include extinct corals and
brachiopod shells”. Dr. Paul Copper, Laurentian University.
Those stones are a wonder of nature. The immense weight and pressure of glaciers
compressed the rocks like sheets of paper entrapping all sorts of life forms.
Other rocks have been sculpted by millennia of erosion, the combined effects over time, of
water and frost. Ultimately, God is the sculptor! Herklis Tsambis commented: “Those rocks are
so beautiful that I would never sell them for a million dollars, but I will give them to be placed
on the Mountain to be appreciated by more people”.

INSTALLATION OF THE HUGE BOULDERS
FOR THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
The huge cut stones donated by Heraklis Tsambis from his quarry on Manitoulin Island and
delivered for free by Manitoulin Transport in December 2005 required heavy equipment to
move. They weigh in excess of 10 tons each. Three different machines were tried before finding
the one that could do the job. Imagine, on a snowy day in December, eight men in their 70’s
and 80’s installed six stainless steel columns to support each of the huge stones for the Ten
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Commandments. Each of them measured 12’ to 13’ in height, 5.5’ in width, and they were
approximately 1.5’ thick. After each was first hoisted and then set down the stainless steel
columns fit perfectly into the holes drilled into the base of the huge stones which would hold
them in place. The men danced in the snow with joy, like children delighted with the success of
their efforts.

7. The Commandment of Love
Jesus’ exhortation is inscribed on a large stone which stands 4 meters high: “Love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength,
and with all your mind and “Love your neighbor as you love yourself”.
(Luke 10:27) On one side of the triangle are inscribed the letters HIS
which signify, in Latin, Jesus Hominum Salvator meaning Jesus Saviour of
Mankind.
Reflection: Being saved means welcoming God’s Love and being carried
into eternity

THE TRIANGULAR PYRAMID FOR
THE COMMANDMENT OF LOVE
It was Heraklis Tsambis’ difficult task to cut three huge boulders in a
pyramidal shape with a 6’ base and a height of 14’. Creating a wooden
structure of these dimensions was difficult but it was even more difficult
with huge stones. Undaunted, the benevolent Heraklis Tsambis, cut seven
stones in order to obtain three which he could use. At one point, he was
so discouraged he asked some of his colleagues from southern Ontario if
they would help. They agreed to on the condition that their traveling
costs were met and they would be paid a $20,000 fee. Heraklis decided to
complete the daunting task alone at no cost to the Shrine. His devotion
to the project is admirable and the permanence of his gift is a fitting
tribute to his selfless labor.

8. The Beatitudes
The eight stones placed in a semi-circle which symbolize the Beatitudes are also remarkable
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount lists the conduct and attitudes His followers must adopt in order to
attain His Kingdom. (Matthew 5:3-11)
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land.
Blessed are they who hunger and
thirst for righteousness; for they
will be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will
be shown mercy.
Blessed are the pure of heart; for they
will see God.
Blessed are the peacemakers; for they
will be called children of God
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Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness; for theirs is the
Kingdom of Heaven.
Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and utter every kinds of evil
against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in
heaven.
Thus they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Reflection: I choose to do good, not in order to be saved, but because I know I am saved and
loved and I let His love pass through me to touch others.

9. The Joyful Mysteries
White cement statues invite us to contemplate Jesus’ childhood. His example and that of
his witnesses help to encourage a simple lifestyle which is appealing to God and others.
Reflection: The Creator of the universe comes to live among us. How beautiful and
marvelous! Blessed be God!

THE JOYFUL MYSTERIES
Lucie Robitaille, Léo Fortin and Fr Ronald Perron worked on the creation of the concrete
statues. It was a long but rewarding process for the three friends. Léo spent a lot of time making
small paper balls from old newspapers and Lucie employed these to create the mock-ups of each
character. She used masking tape to fasten the balls to a wooden frame. The next step involved
softening the clay for application. At the outset, Léo could not envision the final product:
Slowly, it became clear to him. Once the first coat was applied, Lucie added details: face, hands,
feet, garments, etc. This was followed by an application of plaster-of-Paris to each statue. Drying
was accelerated by placing the templates into a small heavy plastic box containing a small
electric heater. Once dry, each of the statues coated with the plaster was sawn in half in order to
create a mould. In some cases, the moulds broke where there wasn’t enough plaster coating and
they had to be glued before reattaching them to the rest of the mould before another coat of
plaster could be applied The next step was to apply a generous coat of Murphy’s Oil to the
interior of the mould before assembling the two halves with super glue. Next, the moulds were
fastened with wire in order to keep them from opening while they were filled. Wooden frames
then had to be constructed to hold the moulds upside down so they could be filled with white
cement. Several parishioners of St. Eugene’s Parish were enlisted to help fill the moulds. A long
delay then ensued before Mr. Robert Rosset leveled the bases and installed metal rods in the
bases of the statues. Several weeks later, the workers began to break the moulds, however, the
statues crumbled like sand castles. Léo, Lucie, Ron and the others were mystified and
disheartened after so much work. Léo and Lucie wanted to give up. Ron did not know what to
do. After due consideration, it was decided not to give up completely but to salvage what could
be saved. Lucie persevered and reproduced those sections which had fallen apart by the addition
of cement and the proper adhesives. After several weeks Ron and Lucie completed the final
coat of white cement. The finished statues now grace the Grotto.

10. The Mysteries of Light (in progress)
The next exhibit features episodes of Jesus’ public life depicted as cutouts on stainless steel
panels.
The first is the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan by John the Baptist. The rest of the cutouts
Continued on page 25...
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Some Friends and Supporters
of The Grotto…

Claude Lachance

Mr. Arnel Michel.

The team for the construction
of the benches: Rheal Michaud,
Roland Vaillancourt and Leo Fortin
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Some Friends and Supp
Steve Yawney,
electrician.

The great gardener…
Vaclav Houdeck.
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porters of The Grotto…

Antonio Preseza.
Urban planner,
specializes in site
planning, land use
and zoning by law
requirements.

Lucie Robitaille. Artist for
The Mysteries of The Rosary

Bernard Guenette.
Served as secretary and
some translations.
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Some Friends and Supporters
of The Grotto…
Brother Leo Meunier
prepares liturgy.

Heraklis Tsambis
supplied stone for the
monuments.

Denise Santos
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...continued from page 20

depict Jesus at the Wedding Feast at Cana, the proclamation of the Kingdom of God, the
transfiguration of Jesus on the mountain in the presence of Moses, Elijah, Peter and John, and
the institution of the Eucharist.
Reflection: The miracles support the message of Jesus: if we accept God’s love we are saved
and will conquer death and share eternal life with Him.

THE MYSTERIES OF LIGHT
These mysteries which outline scenes of Jesus’ public life were designed by Lucie Robitaille
after a considerable period of reflection and prayer. It was a project which required innovation
since the artist did not wish to copy other artists or styles. The drawings, which represent the
Mysteries of Life, were a challenge to realize because of the medium involved in their execution.
They are cut out of sheets of stainless steel. There was also the challenge of maintaining as
many of the background effects as possible while positioning the pierced sections of the design.
In each of the depictions of the Mysteries, the artist had to maintain as many of the
characteristics of each mystery as possible, in order to make each one easily identifiable for the
viewer. The final result, the Mysteries of Light, speak of the artist’s inspired vision and hopefully
they will have an equally inspirational effect on the viewer.

11. The Sorrowful Mysteries
These mysteries are illustrated within the Stations of the Cross. The bronze statues were
donated by the Club du Rosaire in 1958. The large illuminated Cross was donated by the
Knights of Columbus in 1985. Behind the Cross is a statue of Our Lady of Guadeloupe,
protector of unborn children, erected in 1985. The injustices and sufferings experienced by Jesus
are still being perpetuated against the suffering to people of the world.
Reflection: Jesus was unjustly crucified but his resurrection demonstrates that He, who is
Love, is stronger than death.

THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES
The passion and death of Jesus are outlined by each of the bronze statues in the Stations of
the Cross donated in 1958 by Les Dames du Rosaire de la paroisse Ste Anne at the considerable
cost, for the time, of 38,000 dollars.

SYMBOLS AT THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN
SPEAK OF GOD’S GLORY

12. Glorious Mysteries (in progress)
This display features ceramic pieces which illustrate the Resurrection and Ascension of
Jesus, when He, the first to conquer death, entered into the Glory of the Father. The
Assumption and Coronation of the Blessed Virgin Mary represent a model of faith and fidelity
for all. Pentecost is represented in a stained glass panel at the entrance to the Dome.
Reflection: Jesus ascended into Heaven, the first to be resurrected by the Father. If we choose,
like Him to love until death we will be with Him for eternity.
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THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES
The ceramic representations of the Resurrection and Ascension of Jesus along with the
Assumption and Crowning of Mary were conceived and created by the artist, Lucie Robitaille.
The creation of these pieces was a labor intensive process. The design had to be prepared and
the choice of colors had to be made prior to the enlargement of the design. Lucie spent some
time placing orders for the required tiles in various colors. Upon reception of the materials,
Lucie began the process. Many of the tiles had to be cut with an electric saw. The completed
Mysteries of the Resurrection and Ascension will be exposed in a monument made of marble.
This marble was salvaged from St. Eugene’s Church.

13. The Dome, Symbol of the Global Village
(in progress)
The next feature of the Grotto is the Dome. The Spirit of Pentecost, illustrated at the
entrance to the Dome, represents God as architect of the universe and of each one of the lives
of the faithful. He is symbolized as guiding humanity into harmonious existence in the global
village which is our planet earth. The sentiment expressed in this display is “May Your Will be
done” as stated in the Our Father. Humanity shares God’s glory when all humans live life to the
fullest, with respect and dignity.
Reflection: Is there enough silence within me to hear the Spirit and do I have the desire to
collaborate with God’s plan?

THE DOME
This exhibit represents the fulfillment of a dream. It is a shelter made of stainless steel
measuring approximately 36’ in diameter and 30’ in height and it symbolizes the Global Village
and its inhabitants. The cost of the exhibit is $45,000.00 but further engineering costs to convert
it to a suitable human shelter against the elements will be an
additional $15,000.00. City regulations require that bathrooms be
installed which could add $20,000.00 to the total cost. The foundation
alone is estimated at $20,000.00. The stained glass representing the
Pentecost, the Spirit, the Great Architect of the Universe and our
lives, will cost in excess of $30,000. There has been some speculation
about, and hope that the Catholic teachers in the City of Sudbury and
surrounding areas will donate the needed funding.
During the 90’s, Ernie Savard arranged to have tons of rock and
fill brought to the hilltop. The topography was uneven, but with the
addition of the fill, the holes and depressions were filled and the top
was rounded to give the surface of the site a combination of generally
flat to gentle rolling areas which were landscaped with grass, trees and
flowers. Roads and pathways were then added. In 2005 a decision was
made regarding the location of the Dome. Claude Lachance, a
benefactor of the Grotto, borrowed some heavy equipment from a
friend plus a truck from another person. After laboring 14 hours per
day for a weekend, he had prepared the site of the soon to be erected
Dome.
Model of the proposed Dome.
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14. The Labyrinth
One of the more intriguing features of the site is the Labyrinth. This ancient spiritual
symbol is found in almost all spiritual and religious traditions and dates back more than 5,000
years. The path of the labyrinth twists in all directions but it leads in the end to the center and
guides the visitor back in the complete assurance of finding his or her way without difficulty.
Sometimes, we call the labyrinth the road to Jerusalem and its center: Heaven.
Reflection: In this troubled world of the 21st century, many people walk through the labyrinth
in search of answers. The walk can help to slow and calm the visitor promoting a more
peaceful outlook on life and opening the door to a new comprehension of the road already
travelled. By sharing the walk with others the visitor can renew acquaintances promoting
the notion of community. Even walking the path alone permits the visitor to forget his or
her daily preoccupations and facilitates the visitor’s opportunity to meet God in a more
intimate way.

THE LABYRINTH
The Labyrinth was designed and built by the
parishioners of St. Peter’s United Church of 203 York
Street, Sudbury, to mark the 50th anniversary of the
founding and construction of their church. Their pastor,
Reverend Gailland McQueen, extensively researched
labyrinths in preparation for authoring a book which
discusses the historical significance of and the
spirituality associated with labyrinths dating over 5,000
years. According to his investigations labyrinths are
represented in all spiritual traditions. The faith
community of St. Peter’s assisted in the construction of
this interactive exposition piece for the enjoyment and
enlightenment of the whole community of Sudbury.

Dedication of the
Labyrinth.

15. The Altar
This exhibit is both a symbol of God’s love and a
representation of the gift the faithful make of
themselves. In order to seal His alliance with His people
on Mount Sinai, Moses sacrificed goats and spread their
blood onto the altar and onto the people. On Holy
Thursday, during a meal with his disciples, Jesus sealed
his love for humanity and on Good Friday by offering
his life.
Reflection: Each time the Eucharist is celebrated, the
faithful are reminded of God’s love and they, in
turn, make an offering of themselves to God through Him, with Him and in Him for the greater
glory of God. Do I proclaim God’s love through
my actions?

The Altar.
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THE STONE WALL ABOVE THE GROTTO
John Masotti’s professional expertise was brought to bear in the construction of the
retaining walls and walkways at the Grotto. He and his friends transported stones one at a time
to build 4’ high wall along with other walls and they poured a cement sidewalk measuring
6’ in width by approximately 100’ in length. The railing they installed makes the landing
perfectly safe.

16. The Pulpit
The next feature of the Grotto is the pulpit which is the instrument of communication with
the faithful employed by God’s chosen representatives.
God has communicated His love for mankind through His creation and through His
Revealed Word. His message has been proclaimed to His people by the prophets and His
representatives on earth. His word has been transmitted through generations by the interpreters
of the Word who have testified to God’s infinite love for His people. The pulpit is the means by
which the intermediaries between God and humanity have informed the faithful of God’s love
and concern for them.
Reflection: Do I recognize God’s presence in my life? Do I bear witness to His love?
Do I listen to His word?

17. The Alpha and Omega, Symbols of Peace
The next stop on the path is the exhibit entitled Alpha and Omega.
St John, the Evangelist, presents Jesus as Alpha and Omega (the first and last letters of the
Greek alphabet). He is the One who embraces all things and all times the
beginning and the end.
Vatican II recognized that the Holy Spirit was active in all spiritual
communities. This reality is expressed in the inscriptions representing the
twelve spiritual traditions best known throughout the world. The universal
nature of the inscriptions harkens back to the influence of Pope John Paul II,
who prayed for unity and peace in Assisi, Italy, along with representatives of
many different spiritual and religious communities. The Alpha and Omega
monument invites everyone to continue this collaboration as one of the most
powerful instruments for achieving peace in the world.
This particular monument was donated to the shrine by Les Jésuites de
Sudbury and brings to mind one of their sayings: “There is no service to the
faith without promoting justice and no justice without dialogue with others”
(34th General Conference 1995, Compagnie de Jésus).
The emblem IHS embossed on the Eucharistic host consecrated by the
celebrant during mass, means Jesus Hominum Salvator which means Jesus
Savior of men.
The Motto of La Compagnie de Jésus sums up the overall vision behind
the project of the Grotto: Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam which means: All for the
Greater Glory of God.
Reflection: Do I believe that peace can be achieved beginning in each individual’s heart by
encouraging everyone to respect others regardless of differences, and by cherishing the
notion of justice for all ?
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THE MONUMENT OF PEACE
The first and last letters of the Greek alphabet, ALPHA and OMEGA, are the perfect
symbols for the vision behind the creation of the Grotto. St. John the Evangelist presents Jesus
as being the ALPHA and OMEGA, THE ONE WHO ENCOMPASSES ALL THINGS AND
ALL TIME. It is in this spirit of fullness and completeness that the SYMBOL of each of the
twelve major spiritual traditions of the world, have been incised into the Alpha and Omega
steel sculpture. This sculpture, represents the entire spectrum of human spirituality. It is
surmounted by a DOVE OF PEACE. The sculpture sends a strong message, one common to all
spiritual traditions, which is namely that, THE SPIRIT OF THE SAME GOD IS THE
ARCHITECT OF THE UNIVERSE, AND IF YOU ARE NOT AGAINST US, YOU ARE
WITH US AND FROM WITHIN US, PEACE WILL FLY LIKE A DOVE.

18. The Grotto
Erected by Frédéric Nicholas Romanet du Caillaud in 1907,
Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto calls to mind the apparitions of the
Madonna at Massabeille, adjacent to Limoges, France.
Romanet du Caillaud erected a similar Grotto next to his
residence in Limoges. The rocky topography of Sudbury
inspired him to bring the Grotto to Sudbury to foster a
devotion to the Virgin Mary whom he named Regina
Gallorum, Queen of the Gauls. To mark the centenary of the
Grotto, the committee for the re-development of the site
mandated by Bishop Jean-Louis Plouffe, were inspired by Mary’s
comment at Cana when she directed the servants to do
whatever Jesus instructed them to do.
Reflection: Mary, our Mother, can help us integrate the Good
News into our lives and teach us to share Jesus with others.

THE MADONNA IS BACK IN THE
REJUVENATED GROTTO
Our Lady of Lourdes is returning to the Grotto after a year
long restoration. Christina Charlton and her volunteer friends
cleaned up the old paint and refurbished the Madonna’s look
with new paint. Mr. Angelo Bianchini an experienced stone
mason, solidified each and every stone of the Grotto, work
that had not been done for a hundred years. New lights
embellish the presentation at night and an unbreakable glass
protects the Madonna from vandalism.
The new ‘Ernest Savard Pathway’ from the fountain to the Grotto is impressive. On the
south side a new railing makes the pathway very safe for visitors. On the north side, Mr. John
Masotti and his volunteer group have constructed a low retaining wall for visitors to sit as well
as to protect the garden from erosion. Mr. Vaclav Houdek, the Master Gardener of Sudbury for
thirty nine years, is volunteering his knowledge, exceptional expertise and hard work to create a
very beautiful garden of flowers. He will be assisted by a group of interested volunteers.
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19. The Footpaths
The Druids’ footpath provides access to the Grotto from Science North along the Nelson
Street pedestrian bridge. The Pius IX footpath is located on the west side of the hill and leads to
the city’s downtown. The Notre Dame footpath is in the front of the Grotto and leads to the
top of the hill where the altar is located.
Reflection: People will come to the Grotto from all over the world and from all directions and
they will be welcome. Regardless of the road you choose, God will be there.

GUIDANCE FROM THE HOLY SPIRIT
IN RELOCATING THE ENTRANCE
Frederic Street was indicated on a registered plan prepared by Romanet du Caillaud more
than 100 years ago. Ernie Savard arranged to have the unopened street made into an entrance
against the city’s wishes. Years later, engineers prepared plans to improve the existing roadway
however this did not meet with the Transportation Department’s requirements with regard to
proper visibility of 300’ on either side of the intersection along Van Horne Street. One new
possibility, at the time, was to extend Druid Street towards the rear of the Quality Inn Hotel.
However, upon further investigation the costs would have been astronomical. Over more than a
year, there were discussions concerning the acquisition of three properties on Van Horne Street
at the intersection of unopened Pius IX laneway. After lengthy negotiations a price was agreed
upon, however, the owners of the properties in question decided to double their previously
agreed upon price and it was decided that the ideal new entrance would be located across from
Jeanne Sauvé Public School.

20. The Bulletin Board
Inside the Dome, a bulletin board has been installed to permit children and adults to post
their works of art expressing how Jesus influences the world today.
Reflection: Will you proclaim and share your experience of God so that, together, we may
bear witness to others?

21. The Ernie Savard Footpath
This footpath, which leads from the Grotto to the water fountain, is dedicated to Ernie
Savard who personally contributed so much to the revitalization of the Grotto monument
beginning in 1992. He encouraged Marian devotion, along with others, by reciting the Rosary
each evening.
Reflection: Where do I place my energy and passion? Is it a
mission that includes the welfare of others?

CONSTRUCTION OF THE ERNIE
SAVARD WALKWAY
In order to appreciate the progress that has been made
on the site it only has to be compared to the condition the
grounds were in before the walkway was constructed. The
engineers’ suggestions as well as their estimated costs could
not have come near to what was finally realized. Again, John
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Masotti along with his devoted group succeeded in producing a remarkable result, at an
affordable cost for materials with no cost for labor. Everyone responsible for the Shrine project
recognizes Mr.Masotti’s selfless contribution and that of his loyal helpers, Mr. Masotti lives his
faith and his motives are completely altruistic. Words cannot express the gratitude of the faith
community for all that he has accomplished. The artifacts he has created are the tangible legacy
of his presence in the realization of the project. Like the stone he worked the memory of him
will last.

22. The Wall and Paving Bricks
The cement wall, which leads to the Grotto, will serve as a memorial wall on which will be
inscribed the names of all the benefactors who contribute in some way to the realization of the
vision for the Grotto. Individual bricks will be placed in front of the large Cross, which will be
inscribed with the names of benefactors who donate $100 or more, if they so desire.
Reflection: God does overlook a contribution, an offering, a life of service or of devotion
without recognition. Do I do as much for those who have helped me? Do I forget to be
grateful?

23. The Beautiful Garden
The lovely garden was created by numerous volunteers under the direction of retired Master
Gardener, for the City of Sudbury, Val Houdek.
Reflection: Does the beauty of nature inspire me to give thanks to God?
With the aid of a small backhoe, Claude Lachance, prepared the site for the flower garden
near the Grotto and the Monument of Love. Once the location for the new road to the site was
determined (across from Jeanne Sauve Public School), Claude stripped away all of the soil from
the rock outcropping in preparation for drilling and blasting for the new entrance. The soil
which was removed was reserved on site for flower gardens. With the tenacity of an ant, he
graciously redeveloped the Mountain according to the committee’s vision.

Here are a few items of note
MONUMENT TO THE UNBORN CHILD
The following are comments by J. Ernest (Ernie) Savard...
An explanatory note is required in order for the public to understand what induced me to
have this monument built using my mother’s statue of Mary which stood in front of our
Espanola, Ontario home for 38 years.
I was initiated into the Third Degree of the Knights of Columbus in Pembroke, Ontario by
Bishop J.C. Nelligan in 1942 and into the Fourth Degree by Judge Pat McAndrew in North Bay,
Ontario in 1954. Moreover, in 1993, I was elected Grand Knight of the Sudbury Knights of
Columbus, Council 1387.
The initiation for all Knights stresses the necessity of lifetime devotion to Mother Mary and
Her Rosary Devotion, including the absolute dogma of the Dignity of all Life, which all worldwide members adhere to religiously as being that human life is God’s gift alone, as His love and
goodness.
For over fifty (50) years, in Sudbury, I have participated in and motivated the St. Patrick’s
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Church parishioners and all Knights of Columbus members including French and English ‘Right
to Life’ groups to parade up and down Regent Street from York Street to Memorial Hospital where
over 500 abortions have been (and still are) performed yearly. In addition, we have thousands who
yearly man city street corners, with parishioners involved, holding anti-abortion banners.
My mother died at age 93 in 1985 at Extendicare York. The Head Nurse there, who looked
after my mother, had her German husband build the ‘Shrine to the Unborn’ for me from the
granite foundation with angel-stone surrounding, plus using my mother’s cement statue of Mary.
The bronze lifetime plaque with the biblical words of Rachel, inscribed thereon, cost in excess of
$2,000.00. Finally, after two years of patience and prayers, as Grand Knight, I was so proud to
announce that on September 12, 1993 we would have the special blessing of the monument in
memory of the unborn presided over by Father Sharpe and Father Campeau as special guest. It was
an unforgettable holy, religious event for over 300, young and old, worshippers with prayers, singing
and music followed by the prayers of the Rosary and Stations of the Cross. The “Jukebox 89” with
their fabulous sound system along with the Knights of Columbus choir made it a momentous event,
especially Fr. Campeau’s singing of some of the prayers with his marvelous voice.
What was astoundingly miraculous also was that, although it was raining, cloudy and
thundering all around us, Our Lady intervened to Her Divine Son, Jesus, and not one drop of
rain came down on the Mountain of the Grotto until the service was over.
I also make mention of the fact that it was after the above event that I severed connection
with my 1387, Knights of Columbus, Council as they wanted to wait until all insurance was
obtained and rigid city requirements were met regarding the subject site. I subsequently formed
the “Friends of the Grotto” Association and obtained 15 year leases with the then current three
owners of the Grotto properties being the Jesuits, the French School Board and the Club du
Rosaire. I then called for an election of my new group and, after asking Sister Claudette
Marchand to see if she would consider letting her name stand for President, she agreed and was
subsequently elected and served till the end of 1994.
After obtaining maps outlining the boundaries of the three properties from my friend at the
Land Titles Office, we immediately began the development of the site on a continuous day to
day, project by project, basis as Mother Mary and Her Divine Son influenced me to do. One day
while finishing my rosary before her statue, I had an interior locution of Mary saying I was
commissioned to bring her Holy Site “back to life”.

THE HOUSES ON THE MOUNTAIN
In 2004, Marco Reich decided to personally purchase the first house situated adjacent to the
then Frederic Street entrance with a view to renting it out. Subsequently he deeded the
property to the Diocese of Sault Ste. Marie. The transfer was completed at the end of 2006.
Marco was hopeful that the existing entrance could have been improved in accordance with
City regulations however, the Transportation Department’s requirements could not be met due
to the steep slope of the street. Later on, Arnel Michel and Herman Reich (Marco’s son)
purchased the neighboring house and subsequently deeded the property to the Diocese of Sault
Ste. Marie. Given the difficulties encountered with situating the new entrance this latter
property will now serve as the new entrance to the mountain site.

BENCHES ON THE MOUNTAIN
Dr. Rhéal Michaud was approached and asked if he could donate some wood to make
benches for the Mountain. On his farm in Wahbagishik, he personally cut timber, sawed these
into planks which he then placed in his barn to dry for one year. During the winter of 2006
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with the help of his friends Roland
Vaillancourt, Léo Fortin and Lucie
Robitaille made 20 benches, six of
which were installed in front of the
Grotto. This donation was much
appreciated and is considered a
treasured gift from someone in
his 80’s.

GO AND PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS TO ALL NATIONS!
JESUS IS RESURRECTED, HE CONQUERED DEATH,
HIS SPIRIT IS WITHIN EACH ONE OF US AND HE GUIDES US.
HE WHO STANDS TALL IN FAITH SHOWS THE GLORY OF GOD.
WE MUST LEARN TO RESPECT OUR DIFFERENCES,
TO FORGIVE AND TO SERVE ONE ANOTHER
IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE PEACE IN OUR GLOBAL VILLAGE
CALLED EARTH!
Friends of the Grotto
Executive Council
2006.
Left to right:
Ernest Savard,
Honorary President
Marina Lamoureux,
Vice-President
Richard St-Denis,
Past President
Marguerite Groulx,
President
Paul Beaulieu,
counselor
Marco Reich,
Treasurer
Ronald Perron, S.J.
Liturgical coordinator
Louise Mathieu,
secretary.

33

34

CHAPTER

3

Historical Facts
1904 – 1920
In 1904, Frédéric Romanet du Caillaud took up residence in Sudbury and purchased the
present Grotto site.
In 1907, the 6.5 foot bronze statue of Notre-Dame-de-Lourdes arrived in Sudbury.
The 10’ X 20’ Grotto was prepared by Laberge.
In 1909, 400 people from various ethnic groups gathered for the official blessing of the Grotto
by Louis Ragarou s.j..
The family residence of Guiseppe (Joe) Drago (1885-1964) faces the Grotto. Joe, a grandson,
remembers the family as being musically inclined. He recalls Sunday afternoon gatherings
and the family singing with the Grotto in the background. Romanet du Caillaud would
often visit and when he did, the Drago home became his own. Mrs. Drago is French.
Mr. Drago speaks French. The Dragos feel responsible for the security and upkeep of the
Grotto, a task they will take to heart until their deaths.
Romanet has a home built by Laberge Construction in Minnow Lake.
The following is the inscription on a bronze plate, at the foot of the statue:
“Regina Gallorum”, la Reine des Gaulois, Queen of the Gauls.
The Gauls are a Celtic people formerly resident throughout Europe from Russia to
Ireland. Following the Roman conquest, the Gauls were gradually transformed into the
French, the English and the Irish. In the Cathedral at Chartres, a Celtic name, the Black
Virgin is venerated. She was the Christian version of Isis, the goddess of the Night who had
been venerated by Celtic Druid priests. The Black Virgin became the Virgin Mary. In
referring to the Virgin of Lourdes as the Queen of the Gauls, Romanet wanted to underscore
that devotion to Mary is international.
In 1917, Romanet du Caillaud died in France.
The City of Sudbury assumed ownership of the Grotto site and all of the other Romanet
properties because Romanet had defaulted on his taxes.

1950 -1966
In 1951, the pastor of Sainte-Anne-des-Pins, Father Alphonse Raymond, s.j., in collaboration
with Mr. Omer Nault, a fervent convert to the Virgin, the Lacordaires (Fr. AA) and the
Club du Rosaire, devotees of the Rosary, worked to rekindle an interest in the Grotto as a
site for devotion to the Virgin Mary, especially because of the anticipated 1952 visit of the
statue of Notre-Dame-du-Cap. Father Raymond purchased the Grotto site for $4,000.
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In 1952, a celebration by 10 to 15 thousand persons from various religious associations and
parishes was held at the Grotto. There was talk of a miraculous occurrence. Suzanne Joly,
who was 14 years old at the time, came with her family to pray at the Grotto. Suzanne
suffered from Tourette’s Syndrome. The day following the celebration, Suzanne was
completely cured. Recently, she spoke to Richard Saint-Denis, President of the Grotto
Committee and to a reporter from the Sudbury Star. An article was published in the
Sudbury Star on May 12, 2003.
In 1954, the Club du Rosaire took on the task of building a life-size Way of the Cross in bronze
at a cost of $38,000. Property leading to the Grotto on the mountain site was purchased.
In 1958, the Way of the Cross was blessed by Bishop Carter.
As early as 1956, the Jesuit Fathers
planned to construct a Retreat House on
the mountain site and property was
purchased there to that end.
In the early 1960’s Aurel Leblond, with
assistance from Larry Lazowic, built an
altar at the base of the Grotto.
In 1960, the Jesuits decided to build the
Retreat House on the shores of Long
Lake instead of on the mountain site
because the construction and sewer
installation costs were too prohibitive.
Plan for the Retreat
House on The
Mountain in 1959.

In 1966, the mountain properties belonging to the Jesuits are turned over to the Club du
Rosaire.

1985 – 2001
In 1985, the Knights of Columbus contributed $1,000 for maintenance of the Grotto and for
the installation of floodlights for the giant cross.
In 1993, Sudbury businessman Ernest Savard, very much involved socially and politically in the
affairs of the community, becomes interested in the Grotto. He encouraged his fellow
Chevaliers de Colomb (Fr. K. of C.) to become involved. The Knights of Columbus are
regarded as the trustees, the guardians of the Grotto site. They engaged in a massive, longoverdue clean-up operation. The Knights of Columbus, Chapter 1367, were recognized by
the Sudbury Chamber of Commerce for their contribution. So was Mr. Savard.
On August 12, a ceremony was held at the Grotto to mark the re-opening of the site.
On October 15, the mountain properties and the Way of the Cross were surrendered by the
Club du Rosaire and Ste-Anne Parish Father Jean-Paul Jolicoeur, the then pastor, assumed
custodial responsibility for the site. The Diocese of Sault-Ste-Marie became the proprietor.
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On December 10, Mr. Savard fell from a ladder while attempting to install an oil lamp on the
Grotto site. Miraculously, he escaped with only a few broken teeth, several contusions, but
no broken bones!
On April 27 1994, Sister Claudette Marchand S. C. O., headed a committee known as the
Friends of the Grotto, the purpose of the group was to carry on with the work the Club du
Rosaire had performed until its disbanding. Sister Marchand was President of the
Committee until May 5, 1995.
Around that time, Aurel Leblond, with help from Gerry Généreux, built a platform at the
Grotto’s base. The cost was $1,000. This platform is very solidly based on three 16’ X 18’
railroad ties. Mr. Leblond related that, after several episodes of vandalism, an attempt was
made to remove the statue of the Virgin from the Grotto. The vandals succeeded only in
slightly displacing the statue, leaving it aslant within the Grotto and removed from its base.
Mr. Savard thought that three men would be required to set the statue back onto its pedestal.
Mr. Leblond succeeded in doing so – alone! His wife was some distance away – praying.
In the Spring of 1994, two mature women say they saw Our Lady dancing in the Grotto.
During the summer of 1994, the Grotto was repeatedly vandalized. In spite of the efforts made
to reduce the number of incidents of vandalism, the problem of wanton destruction
continued. Three storage sheds and their contents were completely destroyed by fires that
were deliberately set. The loss was estimated at $15,000.
In August of the same year, Frédéric Street was paved without the required permit.
On November 2, 1994, a statue of Our Lady of Guadeloupe, protector of the unborn, was
installed on the mountain. Mr. Roger Tétrault and his son constructed the stone base for
the statue. Later, they installed the piping required to bring water to the mountain. Mr.
Arnel Michel of Home Hardware provided all the material used in the installations.
Others involved in the promotion and material well being of the Grotto are: André Paradis,
Philippe De Fougière, Jacques Brunet, Don Dionne, Paulette Bonin, Marc Bradley,
Immaculée Gasherebuka …
In December 1994, a Nativity scene was installed before the Grotto.
On October 25 1995, the Sudbury District Catholic School Board was asked to surrender title
to that portion of the mountain under its jurisdiction, to the Diocese of Sault-Ste-Marie.
The Board acceded to the request.
In May 1995, benefactors from Sainte-Anne-des-Pins Parish were encouraged by Father JeanPaul Jolicoeur to pay for reparations to the giant floodlit cross. The cost was $1,500.
On May 5 1996, Mr. Ernest Savard was elected president and continued in that capacity until
November 2002. Mr. Savard was 80. He was granted an honorary membership and given
voting rights.
In 1996, a sound system was purchased for $2,300 and colored folders were printed for
distribution at a cost of $1,500.
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Mrs. Anita Pilon and others took on the task of stripping the statue of the Virgin of the many
coats of paint that had accumulated over the years.
In 1997, Father André Girouard was asked to prepare a written history of the Grotto.
In 1998, outdoor toilet facilities were purchased for $800, along with snow removal equipment
for $250.
In July 1998, Bot Construction provided 300 loads of topsoil to help in the landscaping of the
mountain. The city of Sudbury added another 500 loads and the equipment necessary for the
distribution of the soil. It is estimated that 1,700 truckloads of topsoil were graciously
donated and transported free of charge to the mountain site, along with 2,000 bundles of sod.
The five-year-long construction of the stairway was completed in May of 2000 at a cost of
$28,000.
Local school children and the Ontario Works Program, especially the latter, provided the
manpower for the planting of trees and flowers.
In 2000, drainage on the mountain site becomes problematic following the landscaping. J.L.
Richards & Associates Ltd. came up with a detailed plan to solve the drainage problem.
In the spring of 2001, the Bishop set up a committee comprised of businessmen whose task was
to look into the further planning and development of the mountain site. Some of the
people consulted were Marco Reich, Bernie Guenette, John Cerilli and Antonio Presenza.

2002
In 2002, the firm of Miller & Associates did a systematic evaluation of those places on the
mountain considered “high risk locations”, in terms of potential accidents. Solutions for
managing risk were suggested for these areas.
In 2002, Mgr Jean-Louis Plouffe asked Father Ronald Perron, s.j. to become liturgical
coordinator for the Grotto.
He replaced Mgr Paul André Durocher who was named Cornwall’s new Bishop.
In 2003, 500 small Manitoulin Island cedars were planted as demarcation on the northern
property line of the mountain.
In the summer of 2003, the Way of the Cross roadway was widened and covered with crushed
stone.
On August 15, 2003, Mrs. Claudette Gascon, who was in attendance for a celebration at the
Grotto, had the metal parts of her rosary undergo a color change from silver to gold.
At the end of 2003, after a lot of hard work, the Planning & Development Committees reached
consensus as to how the site was to be administered.
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The Diocese accepted the Committee’s recommendation that the financial administration of
the Grotto should be run along the lines of a Parish. Committee members demonstrated a
great deal of competence and generosity in the accomplishment of their tasks.
Marco Reich, of Marco’s Shoe Store, is President. He knows a lot of people and does not shy
away from soliciting help from certain persons.
Bernie Guenette, retired from his duties at City Hall, is the Secretary by virtue of his knowledge
of city by-laws and his familiarity with local authorities.
Antony Presenza is an Urban Planner. He specializes in site planning, land use and zoning bylaw requirements.
Other members of the Committee on a regular or informal basis are: Marguerite Groulx, the
dynamic and perspicacious President of Les Amis et Amies de la Grotte (The Friends of the
Grotto); the liturgy coordinator Ronald Perron, s.j., who provides the spiritual and
theological dimension to the project and also many other benefactors..
Liturgical Activities: Since 1993, the Rosary and the Rosary of the Divine Forgiveness were
recited daily in the evenings during the summer at St. Raphael School until 2005. Then the
recitation took place on Douglas Street at Lougheed’s in 2006. Then during 2007 and the
winter months it took place at Ste-Anne des Pins. There is also the Way of the Cross on
Friday evenings. Aldina Goncalves was responsible for the multi-lingual approach to the
celebrations, be they the Friday evening recitations of the Rosary or the Way of The Cross
up until the birth of their baby girl in 2006.
Brother Léo Meunier, s.j., is responsible for all of the liturgical and eucharistic preparations for
each Mass celebrations since 2002.
In earlier times, mass was celebrated five or six times in the summer, on special occasions
such as the Feast of the Sacred Heart, feast days honoring the Virgin Mary, Canada Day, the
August 22 anniversary of the Grotto. In 2003, President Richard St.-Denis saw to it that
nearly all feast days in celebration of Mary were honored with celebrations at the Grotto in
the summer or in different churches throughout the region in the winter. Other groups, les
Chevaliers de Colomb, the Knights of Columbus, les Colombiettes, les Filles d’Isabelle, le
Mouvement Sacerdotal Marial, la Légion de Marie, the Catholic Women’s League, la Porte
des Eaux have also organized activities at the Grotto.
The Polish Parish of St-Casimir has graciously provided shelter for devotees on rainy days since
St-Casimir’s is within walking distance of the mountain. Its collaboration, under the
guidance of Father Bosguslaw Jaroszek, is greatly appreciated by the Friends of the Grotto.
Marguerite Groulx was very involved as fund raiser with the help of Thérèse St.-Denis. She also
organized publicity for the Grotto. Marguerite created the Grotto choir with the director of
music, Mr. Eddie Henri.The accompanists are: on guitar Marc Forget, organist Ann Koivu,
Vivianne Leblanc, Lauréanne Valiquette and fifty singers.
Ontario Work: special mention must be made of Georges Anderson for his work on the
mountain and his special efforts and dedication well “beyond the call of duty”, up until the
summer of 2006.
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On Jan. 30, 2004, property belonging to Mr. Boris Max, of 271 Van Horne St., was purchased
for $50,000 by Marco Reich. This acquisition allowed improvements to the entrance to the
Grotto mountain site. Marco donated the property to the Grotto in December 2006.
In 2005, Arnel Michel and Herman Reich purchased and donated the property adjoining the
Grotto. This property allowed for a new and more accessible entrance to the Mountain.
Arnel Michel became essential communications liaison with diocesan representatives.
Lucie Robitaille graciously created a model of the mountain of the Grotto an artistic portrayal
of the Mysteries of the Rosary and other exhibits. Anita Pilon also contributed.
Andrée Perron graciously provided the committee with a first landscape design on computer.
Heraklis Tsambis promised the Manitoulin stone.
John Masotti designed and is building the fountain.
Marco Reich remains in charge of the redevelopment project, finding volunteers and
contractors.
In 2006, Louis Bélanger, architect with Nicholl’s Yallowega, contributed many hours of free
consultation. In January 2007, he gave a Power Point digital presentation on existing and
future work on the Mountain. Ted Matheson, technician, also surpassed all expectations
with the digital work.
Denise Santos has given and still gives numerous hours of gardening time, digging and lifting
heavy stones since May 2007. Denise lives in the house on the mountain and at times acts
as a security guard for the site.
Kim Di Salle and Charleen Bahenna, Gerry and Jackie Bossé, Sonia, Gary and Joseph
Michelutti have given numerous hours of their time gardening on the Mountain.
Gerry Lougheed has been a faithful financial supporter and has contributed his valuable advice.
Dr. Abourbih offered us the Hebrew characters for the Ten Commandements with the support
of Georges Khouri.
Alfred Ellero offered his services for all the engraving on the monuments at a discount price.
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4

Mountain of the
Covenant Pastoral
Approach
Introduction
Liturgical activities on the Mountain of the Covenants continue as before: nightly
recitation of the Rosary, celebration of Marian feasts, groups invited to celebrate their Marian
devotion as they have always done.
The Redevelopment Project of the Grotto is inspired by Mary’s invitation. In her role as Mother of Jesus,
she addressed the servant at Cana, ‘Do as he bids you’! She knows, as a mother, that even though her son has
not yet begun his public life he cannot refuse the entreaty of his beloved mother. The exhibits on the
mountain are representations of God’s Loving Project for humanity begun long ago at the Feast of Cana.
God made successive Covenants with Noah, Abraham, Moses and the Ark of the Covenant and with His
mother Mary. Jesus is the new Covenant.

A PLACE FOR ALL SPIRITUAL TRADITIONS:
The ecumenical approach adopted by the Grotto directorate offers all faith communities an
invitation to make the Grotto a place of their own.
First nations and all persons of good will are invited to gather around the Fountain of life
and other exhibits that evoke wonder in the observer.
Along with Jews and Muslims, Christians share a faith in one God the creator and liberator,
acting throughout history as the God of the Covenant and the Ten Commandments. Muslims,
like Christians, share a certain devotion to Mary and a great respect for Jesus as the last prophet.
All our Christian brothers and sisters share the same belief: Jesus is the Son of God, who
died, was resurrected, and sent his Holy Spirit, the universal architect, to guide each and every
human life.
The faithful of all other spiritual traditions will surely find in the Grotto something that
appeals to them in particular and these various faith communities are invited to hold their own
celebrations according to their own traditions.
There will also be multi-faith celebrations in which all faith groups will be invited to take part.
May the Mountain of the Covenants become a meeting ground for ecumenical and multifaith prayer meetings in addition to being the special niche for Marian devotion in the North.

VISITORS
Following biblical precedent, a team of trained volunteers will act as Jesus did with the
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disciples of Emmaus. They will discreetly greet visitors, they will listen to their stories and help
them see God’s plan for their lives by sharing with them the Good News of salvation.

PRAYER EVENINGS IN THE TRADITION OF TAIZÉ
There will be opportunities for this type of ecumenical prayer and song. It encourages
people to come together and listen to the word of God and pray as a group. It is easier to use
both English and French in such get-togethers.

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS
Along with the Feast Days on the calendar, in the months of July and August, masses will
be celebrated in English and French every Sunday night on the Mountain to accommodate
vacationers.

MUSICAL EVENINGS
Musical chorus groups and poetry evenings will be organized with local groups.

CONFERENCES
On occasion there will be conferences on ecology, social justice, faith and science, etc…

The Choir…

First row from left to right: Norma Lefrançois, Caroline More, Marguerite Groulx, Ethel Fraser,
Germaine Brulé.
Second row from left to right: Gustave Adam, Shirley Trevisiol, Léo-Paul Groulx, Eddie Henry,
Ernest Savard, Marc Forget.
Missing are: Maryanne More, Eric Moles, Victor Ranger, Raymond O’Bonsawin, René and
Terry Barronnette, Joscelyne Bossé, Christine Charlton, Richard Brosseau, Thérèse St-Denis,
Sylva Robichaud, Roger Latourelle, Jean Grenier, Yvonne Lapointe, Irene Gilbert, Pauline Nappe,
Helen Goupil, Ann Koivu, Vivianne Leblanc, Laureanne Valiquette.
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Conclusion
Publicity
Our twenty one page brochure (3,000 copies) served as a good base to present our vision of
the Mountain. Recognition is due to some of our silent collaborators: Andre Girouard, Arthur
Quesnel, Lina Madore and the professional services of Bob Stevens of Add Experience. Marco
Reich has succeeded in obtaining favorable publicity in the print media: The Sudbury Star,
Northern Life and Le Voyageur. Bob Stevens provided us with his professional expertise free of
charge to create posters, the logo, and fundraising material. He prepared publicity leaflets, a
calendar of events, a guide for the Mountain and a souvenir brochure. John and Françoise
Arbuckle, professional translators, have agreed to translate certain texts at no cost. Louise
Mathieu, secretary to the Friends of the Grotto, has done much work on the computer along
with her niece, Tammy Beaudry and Mathieu Labonté for our web site: grottosudbury.ca.
Marguerite Groulx and Louise Mathieu have submitted hundreds of information letters and
written solicitations for donations to the Grotto Project. Lucie Robitaille made a scale model of
the Mountain of the Grotto which served us well during our various presentations of the
Project. The countless number of drawings of the site by Antonio Presenza allowed us to submit
on a regular basis concrete creative representation for the redevelopment of the site. Bernie
Guenette, has been with us since the Bishop formed the Property Development Committee, and
he put his lucrative business on hold for all of these years to serve this great cause. His
knowledge of Municipal Law guided us over the years as did his ability to keep good records,
translations, correspondence. We also appreciate his presence at the site, acting as our
spokesperson at one of the largest press conferences held at the Diocesan Centre. We must also
mention and his good counsel which was not always followed but in the end showed that all
levels of government do not tend to support religious endeavors such as ours We could add:
Jeannine Renaud, Gloria Rosset, Elaine Comacchio…We will have failed to mention the names
of many individuals who have contributed, we sincerely apologize and hasten to add that all
contributions are and have been deeply appreciated.

FUNDRAISING FOR THE MOUNTAIN OF THE GROTTO
It was always our hope that government agencies could be counted on to fund some of the
expenses of this project based on the merits of the Project of the Mountain of the Grotto as a
tourist attraction and a historical Northern Ontario site. To date, government institutions
respond to our requests by stating that they cannot subsidize projects on specific confessional
sites or themes. From the outset, the Bishop indicated that it would not be possible to request
funding from the parish communities. Requests for funding from professional groups and
commercial institutions have received few generous donations. Most donations come from
ordinary Catholics according to their means and from Catholic religious communities who
believe in the project. Major donations were made by individual generous benefactors and
through gifts-in-kind as well as large monetary gifts: The Reichs, Michel, Masotti, Tsambis,
Lachance, Robitaille, etc., lay people, and various groups giving according to their abilities, the
Catholic Women’s League, Knights of Columbus, Colombithe, etc. A large Memorial Plaque
will list the names of all donors of more than one hundred dollars.
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HISTORICAL DOCUMENT
This document is being presented to you to commemorate the hundredth anniversary of the
Grotto of Lourdes Shrine in Sudbury (1907-2007) From the beginning the Grotto offers to the
citizens of Sudbury and all of Northern Ontario an important place of prayer and reflection. It
is also a unique symbol of historical value for the community. Today, in the year 2007, is the
occasion to remember the founder of the Grotto Mr. Frédéric Romanet du Caillaud, a french
lawyer, a good businessman, and an adventurous prospector.
Thanks to Human Resources Canada, Summer Job, the Insitut Franco-Ontarien whose
President Mr. Jacques Michaud Ph.D. hired two students from Laurentian University, Mélissa
Lavictoire and Josée Laplame supervised by Professor Mr. Gatien Allaire Ph.D. professor at the
same university, the responsibility to research the origin and development of the Grotto of
Lourdes in Sudbury and put it in writing. The first chapter of this booklet was taken mostly
from their work, and it is much appreciated.

THE OFFERING BOX
Donations are still very much needed to complete some of the exhibits and the
road. Eventually, donations will be used for the maintenance and operating costs of
the site: water, electricity and upkeep of the gardens.
If it is impossible for you to contribute financially, will you consider offering a prayer
towards this project as your contribution? Would you consider volunteering your time to
the project?
You can make your check payable to the Diocese of Sault Ste Marie, Grotto Project,
30 St. Anne Road, Sudbury, Ontario, P3C 5E1.

CURRENT STATE OF THE SITE
The Mountain of the Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes will go down in history as a community
effort. Many people gave generously from their meager financial resources along with those kind
individuals who gave of their time and labor on the site. Along with some strong supporters,
there are many women, men and young people who gave generously of their talents, labor, fund
raising, planning, drawings, construction, planting, cleanup, prayers…along with those
individuals who prepared the drafts for all of the publicity, history and the calendar of events.
The collaboration of all the benefactors is a precious testimony to evangelization, not to
mention, the Christian community, various companies, religious orders, special foundations
and to special generous persons, all of which participated on this one project.
At the completion of the development project, we propose to recognize all donors
with their respective names inscribed on the wall of plaques.
We constructed all of the monuments prior to the construction of the new entrance. In like
manner, we hope to give credit to the project itself and as a tourist attraction as well as to hopefully
receive financial support from various government agencies. The new entrance along with
municipal sewer and water services will cost as much as what has been built on the site to date.
On the Feast of Ste. Anne and St. Joachim, grandparents of Jesus on July 26, we prayed
to them to help us complete the new entrance to this ‘Oasis of Peace’ in the heart of
the downtown.

Ronald Perron, s.j.
On the Feast of Saints Anne & Joachim
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Walk in the gardens of The Grotto and reflect
on God’s Greatness and Diversity.

The Grotto of Lourdes Shrine
Sanctuaire de la Grotte de Lourdes
2 7 1
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S U D B U R Y ,

H O R N E

S T R E E T

O N T A R I O

TÉL: 705-674-1947

CORRESPONDENCE
Grotto of Lourdes / Grotte de Lourdes
P.O. Box 39, Stn.‘B’ / C.P. 39, Succ. ‘B’
Sudbury, Ontario, Canasa
P3E 4N3

www.grottosudbury.com

